
Welcome to the November Issue of  

Mitzi’s Media Buzz! 
President’s Message 

I’m proud to announce the name of our NCMA Huntsville newsletter…drumroll please...Mitzi’s Media 

Buzz!!!  This name was suggested by one of our member friends, John Wilkinson, when he was forwarded 

the September issue to let him know that we included his article on standards from Contract Management 

Magazine.  Our newsletter editor, Mike Jennings and I thought this name was a wonderful way to recog-

nize Mitzi for her creativity in starting up the newsletter.  Mitzi has done a great job bringing the chapter 

together with current local and national happenings.  It helps to educate, as well as spotlight issues that 

we don’t have time to fully discuss at the monthly luncheons.  Congratulations, Mitzi for your excellent 

work on behalf of NCMA Huntsville and thank you John for submitting the winning name!  Also, in this 

month’s issue we have included a very interesting article on two individuals who won the Nobel prize for 

economics through their work with designing contracts.  Who knew you could win a Nobel prize for con-

tracts!!  Thanks to Kelli Thogerson for a successful Fall NES on FAR Essentials.  We’d like to thank MBD360 

LLC for renewing their Bronze Sponsorship and for the innovative “Sponsor Charity Challenge” which part-

ners NCMA Huntsville with Merrimack Hall Performing Arts Center. I’m also proud to announce that WHNT 

Channel 19 News has agreed to highlight the “Sponsor Charity Challenge” in an upcoming “Pay It Forward” 

segment! A thank you goes out to Congressman Mo Brooks for providing us with another eye opening 

Washington update in October and to Procurement Center Representative Douglas Gerard for being our 

November speaker.  I also want to remind you that you can help needy individuals in our own community 

by bringing a canned good or non-perishable item to donate at our luncheon on 

November 17.  Now, at this point I would like to interject something on a personal 

level.  My family has been impacted by Alzheimer’s disease in a way I will never for-

get.  My mother suffers from memory loss and confusion due to the cruel nature of 

a disease that takes all your lifetime memories and happiness from you.  If you are 

not aware, November is National Alzheimer’s Awareness Month.  Please take a few 

moments to think about those individuals struggling through the holidays and be-

yond with this heartbreaking condition.  Thank you for all that you do for others.   

Respectfully submitted, Hector Vega, 2016-17 President, NCMA Huntsville 
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October Luncheon  

NCMA Huntsville would like to thank Congressman 

Mo Brooks for providing a Washington update which 

included charts trending the U.S. annual deficit and 

debt service cost.  He also highlighted how insolvency 

in other countries 

damages the 

world economy. 

Huntsville Chapter: 

NCMA Monthly Luncheon: 

Douglas Gerard 

November 17, 2016 

Redstone Federal Confer-

ence Center, 220 Wynn Dr. 

NW, Huntsville Al 35893 

 

https://

ncmahuntsvillechap-

ter.regfox.com/ncma-

huntsville-chapter-

november-2016-luncheon 
 

50 Year NCMA Anni-

versary Celebration: 

November 29, 2016 

The event for Gene An-

drzejewski  is scheduled for 

the 29th of November from 

5:00-6:30.   
The event will be held at 

Hall Albright Garrison & 

Associates (HAGA) located 

on 400 Meridian Street, 

Suite 201.  

NCMA National: 

35th Annual Government 

Contract Management  

Symposium December 12–

13, 2016 Washington  

Marriott Wardman Park, 

Washington, DC. 

Advance registration rate of 

$760 for members  

expires November 21, 2016. 

 
http://www.ncmahq.org/gcms16/

attend/registration   

 

Deadline for submitting a 

paper to speak  at the Gov-

ernment Contract Manage-

ment Symposium is almost 

here.  See the link below for 

more information 
 

https://gcpsummit.com/ncma-

members-gcp-summits-call-for-

speakers-is-now-open 

Taziki’s Gift Card 

Steven Thorton was the very 
lucky winner of a generous 
gift card to Taziki’s Greek res-
taurant.  Another reason to 
attend the monthly lunch-
eons—we have great door 
prizes!!  Thank you Taziki’s for 
providing this door prize and 

to Nick Allen for his efforts in obtaining it. There 
could be a door prize in your future too!  



Contract Work Wins Nobel Prize 

Let insiders easily cash in stock options, as Enron did, and you 
risk seeing executives abandon a failing company. Encourage 
contractors to sacrifice quality to cut costs and you might cause 
problems like those that led the U.S. Justice Department to 
phase out privately run prisons. 
Designing contracts is a tricky business. For their groundbreak-
ing work on how to make contracts fairer and more effective, 
Oliver Hart of Harvard University and Bengt Holmstrom of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology won the 2016 Nobel 
prize for economics Monday. They will share the 8 million 
kronor ($930,000) award for their contributions to contract 
theory. 
For decades, the two men have studied practical problems in-
volving the countless kinds of contracts that underlie modern 
commerce: 
How should companies pay their executives? What types of 
tasks should government agencies outsource to private con-
tractors? How best to write an auto insurance policy to protect 
drivers from financial loss without lulling them into careless-
ness? 
Hart, 68, is a London-born U.S. citizen who has taught at Har-
vard since 1993. Holmstrom, 67, is an academic from Finland 
who formerly served on the board of the country's mobile 
phone company Nokia.  
Read the full story at: 
http://bigstory.ap.org/
article/619b44d5e83543d5a5695a63e98674cc/oliver-hart-
bengt-holmstrom-win-nobel-prize-economics 

November Luncheon Featuring the  
Procurement Center Representative for Alabama 
and Georgia Mr. Douglas Gerard, CFCM 

Affiliation, do you know what that 
means to your business?  It’s im-
portant because if your company is 
affiliated with another, their revenues 
or employee counts are added to your 
company totals should the SBA seek to 
determine your size.  The rules for affil-
iation have changed as of June 30, 
2016; are you aware how those chang-
es affect your opportunities for small 
business set asides? 
Other changes from June 30, 2016 give small businesses a safe 
refuge from affiliation from JV partners, even if those partners 
are large businesses. 
Attend this training and find out more, because the companies 
that know this information are safer from size protests and 
also more likely to obtain the procurements that will be 
offered by the Federal government in the future. Join us on 
November 17th for this important update on small business 
rule changes that could improve your opportunity to secure 
more acquisitions! 
Douglas Gerard, CFCM, serves as the SBA Procurement Center 
Representative for Alabama and Georgia. In that position Mr. 
Gerard provides support to NASA Marshall Space Flight Center, 
the Missile Defense Agency, the U.S. Army Engineering and 
Support Center, Huntsville, AL and other organizations in his 
two state area of responsibility. Mr. Gerard has 16 years of 
experience in contracting having served with DoD and DHS 
organizations as a Contracting Officer and Team Lead in those 
organizations. Prior to starting his career in contracting Mr. 
Gerard worked for the U.S. Customs Service as a Customs In-
spector at the San Ysidro, CA and Charleston, SC ports of entry 
and was awarded the U.S. Customs Commissioner’s Blue Eagle 
award and the 1998 Law Enforcement Action of the Year. Prior 
to that experience, Mr. Gerard served in the U.S. Navy and 
Naval Reserves as a Photographer’s Mate and the U.S. Army 
National Guard as a Cable and Wire Specialist.  
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November Luncheon Food Drive 

Please bring a canned food or non-
perishable item to our November 
luncheon. The community service 
committee would like to forward our 
donations to the Madison County 310 
Board for Thanksgiving.  The Madison 
County 310 Board works to provide 
holiday food boxes to over 40 families 
that they serve. Their mission is work-
ing to help make the future brighter 
for people with intellectual disabilities.  
 
Thank you for your compassion and generosity! 
 
They are always in need of items such as:  
Rice, Cranberry Sauce, Stuffing, Instant Potatoes, Pasta, Oat-
meal, Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit, Canned Soup, Paper 
Plates & Towels, Toilet Paper, Laundry Detergent  

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/619b44d5e83543d5a5695a63e98674cc/oliver-hart-bengt-holmstrom-win-nobel-prize-economics
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/619b44d5e83543d5a5695a63e98674cc/oliver-hart-bengt-holmstrom-win-nobel-prize-economics
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/619b44d5e83543d5a5695a63e98674cc/oliver-hart-bengt-holmstrom-win-nobel-prize-economics


Volunteers Needed! 

Seeking techies!!  You know you are out there!  We 
are looking for volunteers for a Technology Com-
mittee.  Please send an email to 
news.ncma.hsv@gmail.com if you would like to help 
work on the NCMA Huntsville website.  
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Presidential Proclamation  
National Alzheimer's Disease Awareness 
Month - November 2016 

A heartbreaking disease present in more than 5 
million Americans, Alzheimer's is the most com-
mon form of dementia and causes people to lose 
many of the critical abilities they need to live in-
dependently. Too often, those suffering from Alz-
heimer's cannot recognize their loved ones or 
remember how to perform daily tasks, struggling 
physically and mentally with things that once 
came naturally. Although we have long known 
Alzheimer's to be irreversible and fatal, we main-
tain hope that by advancing research and treat-
ment options we can work to change these out-
comes and ensure brighter prospects for all those 
who face this disease. During National Alzheimer's 
Disease Awareness Month, we resolve to continue 
working toward this brighter future as we stand 
with every person battling, Alzheimer's and their 
loved ones. 

Alzheimer's disease is more likely to affect Ameri-
cans as they grow older -- although genetics can 
also play a role, age is the most significant risk 
factor. But Alzheimer's touches many more indi-
viduals than simply those who are diagnosed. 
Dedicated caregivers -- whether professionals, 
family members, or friends -- are also emotional-
ly, physically, and financially affected by Alzhei-
mer's disease, giving of themselves to ensure 
those who face it are not alone. And because 
these individuals need access to information and 
resources in order to provide this essential care, 
we launched www.Alzheimers.gov to give them a 
place to find help. Go to the site below to read 
the rest of the article: 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2016/10/31/presidential-proclamation-
national-alzheimers-disease-awareness-month 

Local training – PTAC 

The Procurement Technical Assis-
tance Center offers training 
throughout the year on a variety 
of topics.  Training and seminars 
are typically hosted on the UAH campus or the Cham-
ber of Commerce of Huntsville/Madison Coun-
ty.  Training classes are offered at a low registration 
cost to make the service accessible and affordable.   

2016 Risk Management and Crisis Planning for  
Business 

Date: November 15, 2016 Time: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-risk-
management-and-crisis-planning-for-business-6584 

2016 CRP Trolley Tech Tour - Fall  

Date: November 14, 2016 Time: 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM   

http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-crp-
trolley-tech-tour-fall-10-20-2016-5889 

2016 Redstone Update 

Date: November 30, 2016 Time: 8:00 AM - 1:15 PM 

http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-
redstone-update-12-01-2016-5883 

Fall National Education  
Seminar (NES) 

The Fall NES was held on Octo-
ber 27 at the Dynetics Solutions 
Complex. The topic, FAR Essen-
tials, was presented by John 
Dobriansky. Mr. Dobriansky is currently the Manager 
of Contracts for the US Navy and works primarily in 
the Virginia Beach and Washington DC areas. He has 
also served on the FAR Council and is a regular con-
tributor to the Defense Acquisition Review Journal 
and the NCMA Contract Management Magazine.  It 
was an honor to have someone with his experience 
presenting for our chapter and the feedback we re-
ceived on the event was extremely positive. Kelli and 
the Education Committee did a great job! 

Member  

Accomplishments 

New Members: 

 

 Patricia Avery-Bangert 

 Kelli Boone 

 Sheri Cameron 

 Charles Catlett 

 Eric Dabney 

 Cheryl Davis 

 Bridgett Draper 

 Jonathan Duncan 

 Miranda Durbin 

 Shakeria Hayes 

 Adam Hays 

 Anthony Monge 

 April Trice 

 Morgan West 

 

Source:  Nov 16 Contract 

Management Magazine 

 

 

 

Write an article for 

the newsletter or 

send in your news.  

It’s always welcome! 

Contact us at  

news.ncma.hsv@gm

ail.com. 

mailto:news.ncma.hsv@gmail.com
http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-risk-management-and-crisis-planning-for-business-6584
http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-risk-management-and-crisis-planning-for-business-6584
http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-crp-trolley-tech-tour-fall-10-20-2016-5889
http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-crp-trolley-tech-tour-fall-10-20-2016-5889
http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-redstone-update-12-01-2016-5883
http://cm.hsvchamber.org/events/details/2016-redstone-update-12-01-2016-5883
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Sponsorship 

One way to get involved is to nominate your company 

to be a NCMA Huntsville sponsor!  Our newly enhanced 

sponsor benefits are available on the new website at:  

http://www.ncmahsv.org/wp-content/

uploads/2016/10/Supporting-Partners-Sept-2016.pdf 

For NCMA Huntsville sponsorship registration click here:  

https://ncmahuntsvillechapter.regfox.com/ncma-

huntsville-corporate-sponsorship 

Get to know our sponsors—most of them are long time 

members and supporters of NCMA Huntsville who have 

accomplished various levels of certification and even 

been awarded the NCMA Fellow Award.  They want to 

help advance our agenda of professionalism and excel-

lence in the field of contract management. 

Say hello to our current sponsors: 

Platinum 

Silver 

Gold 

Bronze 

Sponsor’s Charity Challenge 

Bronze Sponsor MBD360 LLC would like to invite the other NCMA Huntsville Sponsors to 
the first “Sponsor’s Charity Challenge.” MBD360 LLC has donated $100 to Merrimack 
Hall’s Happy Artist program in the name of NCMA and challenges other sponsors to do 
the same.  We are really excited to announce that WHNT Channel 19 will feature the 
“Sponsor Charity Challenge” on an upcoming “Pay It Forward” segment.  NCMA donors 
also will be recognized at Merrimack Hall’s fall Art Showing on December 16th.  Thank 
you First Team Solutions and AVISTA Strategies for your support!! 

Pictured is  Victoria Whittenburg  daughter of MBD360’s Roy Whittenburg who is a par-
ticipant in the Happy 
Artist program. Thank 
you NCMA for your  
support of arts educa-
tion in the community! 

Sponsors  check out the new sponsor benefits in-

cluding reduced rates on advertising!! 

Sponsor renewal – MBD360 LLC 

The sponsorship committee would like to announce that MBD360 LLC 
has renewed their Bronze Sponsorship!  They are an engineering con-
sulting and training company focusing on best practices around digi-
tal data and its reuse throughout the supply chain.                      

Thank you Roy Whittenburg and MBD360 LLC! 

Don’t forget to 

check out this 

month’s issue of CM 

Newsletter Advertising  

Monthly Rates: 

$200 full page,  

$150 half page,  

$100 quarter page.   

For more information con-

tact us at: 

news.ncma.hsv@gmail.com 


